STATION 3 Vernal Pool
This vernal pool occupies a glacial kettle where sediments once covered glacial ice that later
melted. The pool typically holds water during the winter and spring seasons and is a

breeding habitat for amphibians, including frogs and salamanders.
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STATION 4 Harvested Trees and American Chestnut

The multiple trunks on this tree near the marker and others in this location indicate that the
area was once logged for lumber or firewood.
A few stump sprouts survived to form a
mature tree cluster. On the opposite side of
the trail are sprouts of American chestnut.
Chestnut was the dominant hardwood in New
England forests until the early 1900’s when
blight killed all of the mature trees. Chestnut
trees continue to sprout from existing roots
and commonly reach diameters of several
inches before the blight fungus infects the
bark and sapwood. The presence of
American chestnut here indicates that this
area has been forested since at least the
early 1900’s. Chestnut sprouts are common
on Edmund Hill.
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